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CHALLENGE
Washington STEM’s contract to administer a 
scholarship program necessitated the need for a 
financial system that could manage the complexities 
of multiple programs, projects, and revenue streams.

SOLUTION
Community Brands Business Partner, Clark 
Nuber PS, counseled Washington STEM 
through the selection and implementation 
of MIP®Cloud.

BENEFITS
MIP improved the timeliness and overall 
efficiencies of financial reporting. The audit 
process was simplified with instant access to 
data and ability to produce reports straight 
from the system.

Washington STEM Benefits Exponentially with MIP® 
Cloud 
Research proves that a strong cradle to career STEM (science, technology, engineering and math) education prepares 
students for high-demand and high-paying jobs. Data also substantiates that the benefits go even further – students with 
strong STEM educations contribute to the vitality of their families, communities, and local economies. Unfortunately, many 
Washington students lack access to a quality STEM education.

Launched in 2011, Washington STEM is a statewide, independent nonprofit organization headquartered in Seattle, 
Washington, and founded on the principles of equity, partnership, and sustainability. Washington STEM amplifies solutions 
and partnerships that bring the best STEM education to all Washington students, especially those historically 
underrepresented in STEM fields like students of color, girls and young women, students living in poverty, and students 
living in rural areas.  



Growing Pains Spur Search 
In 2017, Washington STEM became the program administrator for the Washington State 
Opportunity Scholarship (WSOS) program – a public-private partnership established by the 
Washington State Legislature to increase access to high-demand STEM and health care majors for 
low- and middle-income students through scholarships and academic support. 

WSOS was structured with its own leadership and program staff, but not with the HR and Finance 
staff needed to manage the administrative services of the organization. With the addition of 
WSOS, the leaders at Washington STEM knew they would need a more robust accounting solution 
– especially because they had a lean accounting staff of just two people at the time of becoming 
the fiscal sponsor. 

Both organizations had been using QuickBooks which wasn’t an ideal solution for tracking multiple 
programs, projects, and revenue streams over varied and sometimes overlapping timeframes. 
Reporting proved to be time consuming and error prone because it required multiple 
spreadsheets and numerous manual entries. The need for one platform with all historical financial 
information became mandatory. 

After evaluating several solutions, MIP® Cloud was selected. Matthew Poth (now the Director of 
Finance) had just been hired as the Controller and spent his first months working through the 
transition from QuickBooks to MIP. 

“Diane Shey and Blair Peterson at Clark Nuber PS were invaluable in leading us through the 
implementation process,” says Poth, “including workplan development and onsite consulting 
assistance. Dakota Data Works, LLC helped us with data migration from QuickBooks to MIP. 
Implementation began in March and we were live by July close.” 

The Washington STEM finance team took a two-day training course at Clark Nuber PS to learn how 
to effectively and efficiently use MIP, then worked closely with the Clark Nuber team throughout 
the implementation. “Diane Shey helped us tremendously with our complex reporting 
requirements as well as the development of our chart of accounts. She even had the forethought 
to recommend setting up an extra segment that we were able to utilize later,” Poth adds.   

The Numbers Add Up
Washington STEM has been using MIP for two years now. “MIP has been absolutely crucial for us to manage the necessary financial 
and reporting needs across multiple organizations, programs, revenue sources, projects, functions, and restrictions,” Poth states. 
“MIP’s robust reporting is the biggest win, because it helps us save time delivering accurate management and board reports as well as 
simplifying the audit process (saving us at least 15 percent in audit preparation time). This is necessary,  given the complexity of the 
financial landscape at Washington STEM.”  

About Clark Nuber PS
Clark Nuber is an award-winning Certified Public Accounting firm located in the Seattle Metro Area. Regarded as one of the top 100 accounting firms 
by Accounting Today, Clark Nuber serves a broad range of clients with operations throughout the world.

About Community Brands 
Community Brands is the leading provider of cloud-based software and payment solutions to nonprofits, associations, K-12 schools, and 
faith-based groups. Specifically, for nonprofit organizations, Community Brands offers solutions for donor management, event fundraising, online 
fundraising, and fund accounting. Industry-leading products include Fundraising 50, Millennium, GiveSmart, Expo Logic, Abila Fundraising Online, 
and MIP Fund Accounting. Through innovation and technology, the company empowers more than 100,000 clients and partners of all sizes to 
succeed faster, grow stronger, and create meaningful and lasting experiences for their donors, volunteers, and communities. Headquartered in St. 
Petersburg, Florida, Community Brands serves the social good community in nearly 40 countries. To learn more, visit 
communitybrands.com/nonprofit/ or follow us on Twitter and LinkedIn.
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“Without a clean audit 
and strong reporting 
from MIP, Washington 
STEM would not be 
able to uphold our 
mission to our 
Washington state 
communities and the 
duties of being a fiscal 
sponsor for 
Washington State 
Opportunity 
Scholarship.” 
- Matthew Poth
Director of Finance


